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The year 2006 marks the tenth anniversary of the Virtual Reality
Society of Japan, which was tounded 1 May 1996, As such, this is
an appropriate time to reflect on the history of the development of
the research concerning virtual reality and the role it plays i society.
How do we apply the achievements we made i the research world
to the mdustry”? What kind of society do we opt for, and how do we
direct our rescarch so as to mecet the society’s needs”? These are the
guestions cach and every one who is involved with virtual reality
rescarch must keep in mund. s also important to listen to and take

in 1deas of researchers from around the world,

With this in mind, we asked eight eminent researchers in virtual
reality to provide for the overview ol the current research in their
respective countrysarca and the prospect of the future rescarch:
Professors Mel Slater (University College London, UK ). Daniel
Thalmann (EPFL VRIab, Switzerland), Dominique Bechmann
(LSIIT, France). Robert W, Lindeman (Worcester Polytechnic
Institute. USA), Mark Green (University of Ontario Institute
ol Technology, Canada). Hyun 8. Yang {KAIST, Korea), Ming
Ouhyoung (National Taiwan University, Taiwan). and Mark

Billinghurst {University of Canterbury. New Zealand)

This project has been carried out by the editorial committee of

the journal led by Professor Funuo Kishino of Osaka University.
Professor Yoshifumi Kitamura did all the work concerning
negotiations with the contributors and collecting their manuscripts.
We appreciate their dedication with which they came up with and
carried out this timely project. Appreciation is extended to the
cight professors who took the time to contribute to this journal and
shared their insights with us, and to Professor Fredrick P. Brooks,
Jroof University of North Caroling at Chapel Hill, who gave us

helpful advice in selecting the contributors.
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